
Sent on behalf of the Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA)  

APPEAL TO GLOBAL HEALTH COMMUNITY 

PLEASE CONSIDER ENDORSING THE ATTACHED “STATEMENT OF CONCERN” 
ABOUT THE INCREASING INVOLVEMENT OF THE ALCOHOL INDUSTRY IN PUBLIC 
HEALTH ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD  

On October 8, 2012, thirteen of world’s largest alcohol producers issued a set of commitments to 
reduce the harmful use of alcohol worldwide.  The commitments were issued in support of the 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful Use of Alcohol.   

As an independent coalition of public health professionals, health scientists and NGO 
representatives, we have written a public letter that is addressed to the WHO Director General in 
response to the recent initiatives of the global alcohol producers. Based on their lack of support 
for effective alcohol policies, their misinterpretation of the Global Strategy’s provisions, and 
their lobbying against effective public health measures, we believe that the alcohol industry’s 
inappropriate commitments must be met with a united response from global health community.   

We are now asking qualified professionals throughout the world to review the attached 
Statement of Concern, and indicate their endorsement by sending an email to the office of 
the Global Alcohol Policy Alliance (GAPA) at  gapa@ias.org.uk  giving the 
following details: 

• Full name 

• Professional title 

• Institution affiliation 

• Country 

In providing these details you will be agreeing to have your name listed (but not your email 
address) on both the public letter to WHO and the GAPA website that will post the letter.  

Please note endorsement will be on an individual basis and will not imply endorsement by your 
organization. However, if you are a member of an organization that would be willing to formally 
endorse this Statement, please indicate this in your reply. We urge all signatories to disseminate 
this information within their organizations and encourage them to support the recommendations 
described in the Statement of Concern.   

GIVEN THE URGENCY OF THIS INITIATIVE, WE REQUEST THAT YOU PROVIDE 
YOUR ENDORSEMENT BY FEBRUARY 28, 2013.   

Thank you for your consideration. 



The Drafting Committee: 

Professor Thomas F. Babor, PhD, MPH, Dept of Community Medicine & Health Care,  
   University of Connecticut School of Medicine, Farmington, CT, USA 
Miss. Katherine Brown, MSc, Director of Policy of the Institute of Alcohol Studies, London, 
UK; 
Peter Anderson, MD, MPH, PhD, FRCP, Institute of Health and Society, Newcastle University,  
   England and Professor, Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences, Maastricht University,  
   Netherlands;  
 Dr. Nazarius Mbona Tumwesigye, Makerere University, School of Public Health, Kampala,  
   Uganda; 
Professor. Gerard Hastings, Founder/ Director of the Institute for Social Marketing and Centre 
for Tobacco Control Research at the University of Stirling, Scotland, UK; 
Dr. Ronaldo Laranjeira, Director of the National Institute of Alcohol and Drug Policies, Federal  
   University of São Paulo (UNIFESP), Escola Paulista de Medicina (EPM), São Paulo, Brazil;   
Isidore Obot, PhD, MPH, Professor of Psychology, University of Uyo, Nigeria 
Mr. Sven-Olov Carlsson, International President of World Federation Against Drugs (WFAD)  
   and President of IOGT International, Stockholm, Sweden; 
Dr. Evelyn Gillan, Chief Executive of Alcohol Focus Scotland, Glasgow, UK; 
Wei Hao, MD, PhD, Mental Health Institute, Second Xiangya Hospital, Central South  
   University, Changsha, Hunan, China; 
Mr. Øystein Bakke, FORUT, Oslo, Norway;  
Professor Mike Daube, Faculty of Health Sciences, Curtin University and Director of the Public  
   Health Advocacy Institute and the McCusker Centre for Action on Alcohol and Youth, Perth,  
   Australia; 
Ms. Kate Robaina, MPH, Department of Community Medicine and Health Care, University of  
   Connecticut, USA; 
Peter G. Miller, PhD, Associate Professor, School of Psychology, Deakin University, Victoria,  
   Australia; 
David Jernigan, PhD, Department of Health, Behavior and Society, and Director, Center on     
   Alcohol Marketing and Youth Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Baltimore,     
   MD, USA; 
Dr. Aurelijus Veryga, President, Lithuanian National Tobacco and Alcohol Control Coalition,     
   Kanaus, Lithua 
Professor Sally Casswell, Director SHORE (Social and Health Outcomes Research and  

Evaluation) SHORE and Whariki Research Centre School of Public Health, Massey University, 
New Zealand; 

Sungsoo Chun, PhD, MPH, Korean Institute on Alcohol Problems, Sahmyook University, Seoul,  
Republic of Korea	
  

	
  


