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2nd WORLD ASSEMBLY FOR COMMUNITY ACTION ON ALCOHOL

The Community Perspective on the WHO Global Alcohol Action Plan: Challenges, Needs, Opportunities

The Problem

Community action is one of ten action areas outlined in the WHO Global Alcohol Strategy, highlighting how important community involve-
ment is for preventing and reducing alcohol harm.
®_ 0 Byt the decade since the adoption of the WHO Global Alcohol Strategy in 2010 has largely been a lost decade. Alcohol’s contribution to the
ah global burden of disease has been increasing and most countries, especially low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), have NOT imple-
mented a comprehensive set of alcohol policies.

Part of the problem is that commmunities have not been systematically and adequately involved in the response to alcohol harm.
A Historic Moment

But now, the World Health Assembly of the WHO is set to adopt a brand new Global Alcohol Action Plan with the ambition to make alcohol
policy action a public health priority and accelerate efforts to protect more people from alcohol harm.

Between May 22 and 28, the World Health Assembly 75th session meets in Geneva, Switzerland to discuss and decide on (among many
other topics) the WHO Global Alcohol Action Plan.

There is a persisting imbalance and lack of attention to the potential of involving communities and supporting community action in the re-
sponse to alcohol harm. Therefore it is urgent and vital to give voice to community perspectives at the World Health Assembly and to ensure

community concerns are present and represented in the discussion about the new global alcohol action plan.
2nd WACAA objectives

The 2nd WACAA meeting is dedicated to discuss the draft global alcohol action plan and share community perspectives. To facilitate pro-
ductive conversations, preparatory questions will be circulated.

We will explore communities’ analysis of the action plan:

@ Does it have any added value for the community level?

@ Does it have the potential to facilitate positive change in communities?

@ Arethere concerning and/ or promising elements in the action plan, from a community perspective?

@ Arethere elements that are totally missing?

The discussion of these and other questions will seek to co-create knowledge of and understanding for commmunity experiences

and know-how in alcohol policy as they relate to the WHO Global Alcohol Action Plan.

The discussion will generate key messages to be delivered to the World Health Assembly on behalf of the participants in

order to make community perspectives heard and claim space in the policy discussion.

An open and shared space

WACAA is an open and shared space for all community activists and groups worldwide working to prevent and reduce alcohol
harm. This gathering is open to organisations working at the local level and/ or supporting community level action. People,
groups, and organisations that are funded or have any other ties to the alcohol industry front groups and public relations
organizations have a conflict of interest and are not eligible to participate.

Program

1. Welcome

g 2. Review and recapitulation of 1st WACAA: where are we now?
3. Introduction and setting the scene for 2nd WACAA: context and program
4. Discussion: group and plenary discussions about the preparatory questions
5. Summary, key messages for the World Health Assembly, and way forward
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