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MOVENDI INTERNATIONAL STATEMENT                                    02/05/25 

MULTI-STAKEHOLDER HEARING ON THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF 

NCDS AND THE PROMOTION OF MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

 

We all share a common vision: a world where every person can live a healthy, 
empowered life – free from preventable harm. At the heart of this vision lies a 
commitment to health equity, social justice, and the dignity of all people. 

But this vision is under threat. 

Alcohol is a major driver of the global NCD crisis. Alcohol causes seven types 
of cancer, increases the risk of cardiovascular disease, fuels mental ill-health, 
and impedes progress toward 15 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.  

For example, alcohol-related cancers are rising globally. 7% of the global 
adult population suffer from alcohol use disorder. At the same time, 
countries’ uptake of the alcohol policy Best Buys has not kept pace with 
rising alcohol harm. 

This crisis is not accidental. It is the result of deliberate practices by the 
alcohol industry. From targeting youth and women in alcohol marketing to 
derailing evidence-based alcohol policy, the industry’s commercial interests 
stand in direct conflict with our shared goals. This conflict of interest is 
fundamental – and we are documenting and exposing it daily. 

Alcohol companies profit from minors consuming their products. They 
depend on heavy alcohol consumption for most of their profits. They harvest 
online data to target the most vulnerable with insidious marketing, 
especially young people and people seeking mental health help. 

We need the 2025 Political Declaration on NCDs to be a turning point. 
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Movendi International calls on countries and the UN system to learn from the 
evidence and experience since the 2018 High-Level Meeting and to act with 
ambition rooted in science. 

Considering the political declaration, Movendi International aligns with the 
NCD Alliance Call to Lead. We urge Member States to: 

1. Replace the flawed term of “harmful use of alcohol” with accurate, 
evidence-based language on alcohol harm and policy; 

2. Refrain from assigning any role to the alcohol industry in NCD 
prevention and control due to their inherent and well-documented 
conflict of interest; 

3. Commit to the UN Health4Life Fund, 
4. Fully implement the WHO SAFER technical package, with emphasis on 

the QUICK BUYS that a new WHO study shows yield immediate health 
gains; and 

5. Fully leverage alcohol taxation for NCDs prevention, health system 
strengthening, and domestic resource mobilization because the 
potential is massive, under-used, and the future of financing for health. 

These are powerful, proven solutions. They save lives, reduce costs, and 
promote justice. And if they are integrated in the 2025 Political Declaration 
on NCDs the high-level meeting will become the turning point that we need 
it to be on the path to a healthier, fairer world for all, where people’s health is 
protected from commercial interference and every person can thrive. 
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