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Thank you, Honourable Chair.

We all want a Western Pacific Region where every person can live a healthy,
empowered life — free from preventable harm. But this vision remains out of
reach because of alcohol harm.

Every day, people across our region are harmed by the products and
practices of alcohol companies. People face injury, mental ill-health, cancer,
gender-based violence, loss of household income, and poverty.

But people’s lived experiences reveal the human cost of the scale of alcohol
harm. For example, Rachel lost her son Dylan to alcohol-related liver disease
at 26. Kym as experienced how alcohol is like “kerosene on a fire” when living
with someone who uses violence. Both are now advocates for the very
policies outlined in this plan.

These alcohol harms didn't happen by accident. They are the result of
systems shaped by alcohol companies — who push ultra-cheap alcohol
products into communities acroess the region, exploit digital platforms for
invasive alcohol marketing, and undermine public policy through lobbying
and interference.

That is why Movendi International welcomes this comprehensive and
evidence-based plan. It aligns with the SAFER technical package and
proposes the most impactful solutions: raising alcohol taxes, banning
advertising, regulating online sales and home delivery. We especially
commend the focus on equity and whole-of-government action.

What we need now is full implementation. We urge all Member States to act
with urgency —to reduce affordability, limit availability, protect children,
indigenous people and other vulnerable communities, and defend policy-
making from industry interference.
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This is a vital opportunity to prevent harm, save lives, and promote health,
development, and fairness for all.

Movendi International stands ready to support Member States and WHO
through advocacy, collaboration, and solidarity with those most affected.

Thank you.
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